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Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope my remarks of
this evening will sink into the mind of the
Minister who has taken on & certain job.
I hope also that the Minister for Educa-
tion will give a little attention to the East
Victoria Pprk sehool, where much needs
to be done.

The Premier: There is need for lots of
education in Victoria Park.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes, especially when
the Premier arrives there. I hope further
facilities will be provided in the way of
school accommodation at East Victoria
Park. At present there is a class of 35
kiddies held in a cloakroom, where the air
ts humid and foul. The ground is not ade-
quately drained; gravelling is wurgently
needed there. I was out of the State for
about 33 months, and in that period I fully
expected the departinental officers would
have attended fo the job of gravelling. In
conelusion I bope that at any rate matters
affecling my own electorate on whieh I have
touched will receive attention from the Gov-
ernment. It is a pretty poor old thing if
one has to be castigated by one’s Leader
when one finds it negessary to bring up mat-
ters for consideration. However, I have the
hide to take a castigation and, if necessary,
look for more. I will not be sat down in the
middle of my remarks if they are needed.
I prefer to make them and take what is
eoming. In conelusion I congratulate the
Government on what they have done up to
the present time, and I trust that matters
needing attention will receive it.

Progress repoxted.

House adjourned at 9.31 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE TRANSPORT
BOARD.

Truch Licenses.

‘Hon. A, THLOMSOXN asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many of the 589 motor
trucks referred to in his qpeeeh on the 2Gth
September on the State Transport Co-ordin-
ation Aet Amendment Bill are lieensed in
the metropolitan area? 2, How many motor
trueks ounfside the metropolitan area have
been granted a lieense fo convey commercial
goods, and on what routes do they trade?
3, How many of the motor truck licenses
outside the metropolitan area are engaged
in work for the Main Roads Board on road
construaction ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
None—see Section 33 of the Transport Act.
2, (a) 58%. TFor interpretation of “Goods’”
see Section 3; (b} Involves the preparation
of a return. 3, 128.

QUESTION—-MINING, WATER PRICES.

Hon. J. CORNELI: asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What is the price charged for
water per 1,000 gallons used for mining pur-
poses at—(a) Marvel Loch; (b) Burbidge;
(e} Palmer’s Tind; (d4) Bullfineh; (e)
Southern Cross? 2, (a) Have the prices
charged in these distriets heen reeently
vaised; (b) if =0, to what extent; (e} what
is the reason for the inerease? 3, What is
the price charged for water per 1,000 gal-
lons used for mining purposes at—(a) Kal-
goorlic; (b) Coolgardie? 4, (a) Have the
prices charged in these two localities been
reeently raised; (bh) if so, to what extent;
(e} what is the reason for the increase?
3, What are the prevailing standpipe charges
at—(a) Palmer's Find; (b) Marvel Loch;
(e¢) Burbidge: (d)} Builfinch? 6, Is it a



[2 Ocronkr, 1935.]

fact that indigent individuals have been re-
fused small supplies of water at these stand-
pipes? 7, Is it proposed to recondition the
reticulation of the town of Marvel Loch
and to reticulate the town of Palmer’s Find?
8, If =0, can any approximate date regard-
ing a ecommeneement bhe given?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
{a} and (b) Ts.: (e} Not yet connected;
(4) and (e) 7s. 2, {a) No; (b) and {(¢)
Answered by (a). 3, (a) and (b} 7s. 4,
{a) No; (b) and (e} Answered by (a).
5, (a) The price is 10s. per thousand gal-
lons. The custodian of the standpipe is
paid 30s, weekly plus 2s. 6d. per thousand
gallons commission; (b}, (¢} and (d) This
is a free standpipe and has been in exist-
enee for some time. G, Not known. The
custodian at Palmer's Find charges 3d. for
25 gallons of water and has diserctionary
power to supply any persons, actually in
want and unable to pay, with small quan-
tities of water without charge. 7, No. 8,
Answered by 7.

BILL—RURAL RELIEF FUND.
In Commitiee.

Hon. .J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreced to.
Clause 4—How fund controlled:

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—

That in ling 2 of Subelause 1, all words after
“fGovernor’’ be struck out, and the following
words inserted in lien:—“One of such trustces
shall be the Director, the second shall be a
farmer, and the third trustee shall be a per-
son of commereial cxperience.’’

I consider that the Director under the
IFarmers’ Debts Adjustiment Act, Mr. White.
has had exceptional opportunities to gain
experience during the past four or five
vears. He has dealt with the affairs of
farmers during a very diffieult period and
has had opportunities to negotinte with
financiers. He has, on many occasions, sub-
mitted propositions on behalf of farmers.
TWhen the Bill was originally presented to
members in another place, it was the in-
tention of the Minister. for Lands that 3Mr.
White should be one of the trustecs. When
an amendment was moved, a sudden thonght
seemed to strike the Minister who, of course,
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is allowed to change hiz mind, in common
with the rest of us. He decided 1o agree to
a farmer being substituted for the Director.
Grear and grave powers are 10 be vested in
the trustees, and the whole sucevss of the
measure will depend upon those who are
appointed to earry out this important work.
For that reason, we muist have mnen of ex-
perience to ack as trusiees. 1f the Director
ix one of those trustecs, the confidence of
the Favmers and the husiness commnunity of
the State will be retained.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 appose
the amendment. T lLave already explained
the reasons why it is considered advisable
that first of all applieations shall o before
the Director under the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
Justment Act, and that oflicial will be called
upon to review the applications in the light
of material particnlars supplied by his ofti-
cers, He will have a iremendous lot of work
to carry out under the provisions of the
Farmers' Dehts Adjustment Act, and onere
the Bill becomes law there will be hundreds
of eases to be dealt with by him as Director,
which will necessitate the whole of his time
being devoted to that work.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Could not the Director
delegate some of his duties to other officers?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not very
well, if Mr. White ix to earry out his duties
as we expect lim to do. If he does that, T
do not think there could be any great delega-
tion of his duties to others, particularly if
the farmers are to have the benefit of his
experience, to which Mr, Piesze has referred.
The Director under the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
justment Act will have the responsibility of
dealing with the applications first, and the
trustees will have to shoulder their portion
of responsibility regarding the decisions
finally arrived at. 1t is not fair that the
officer who will have fo review the appliea-
tions in the first instance, eet all the in-
formation necessary, and furnish recom-
mendations to the trustees, shall also he nne
of those trustecs, with the vight to sit in
judzment on his awn recommendations.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Minister thought
it was fair when he moved the second read-
ing of the BIll.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is ad-
mitted that when the Bill was originally
presented to members in another place, the
Director was included as one of the trustees.
As in other instances, however, the problem
developed, and as the effeet of the Commaon-
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wealth proposals expanded, so it was AYES.
realised that the method of control outlined 1o J; Hamersley too. &. Thomsuu

in the Bill was not advisable. Consequently
the Government cannot aceept the amend-

ment, Members will have to rely upon the
Government  appointing men of proved

ability as trustees, With the assistance of
the Director, as I have indicated, the trus-
tees will receive great lhelp from him, hut I
am afraid Mr. White's time will be more
than fully occupied for some time to come
with his duties as  Director under the
Tarmers’ Debts Adjustment Act.

Hon, H. V. PIESSBE: I cannot accept

' e Minister’s explanation. The Director is

i versed in what is needed and so aceus-
fi ned to interviewing farmers that his ad-
vi ¢ would he of undoubted assistance to
th other trustees. That is one reason why
I n so keen on his being one of the trus-
teet The machinery of the Farmers’ Debts
Ad) stment Act was really preparatory to
the ‘stribution of this money.

Hc . J. NICHOLSON: At first sight the
amen. nent appeared to me to be wise, but
on sty lying the Bill T foresaw some of the
objecti ns advanced by the Honorary
Ministe . Under Clause 6 no stay order
may be issned by the trustees until =a
farmer . 15 submitted a proposal under the
Farmers Debts Adjustment Act and an
offective .esolution sanctioning the scheme
has not been passed. I am heartily in sym-
pathy with all that Mr. Piesse has said re-
garding the qualifications of the Director,
but it will be the duty of the trustees to
work in co-operation with him. They would
be unable to manage without his help. To
make him one of fhe trustees, however,
would place him in an anomalons position,
beecanse he would be administering the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act and deal-
ing with all the cases that must come be-
fore the trustees under this measure. His
hands will be more than full, and if thera
were to be added to his duties as Director
the extra duties of trustee, mo ome would
envy him the position.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the fellowing result:—
Ayes .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4
Noes .. oo ve vv v v -2 .. 14
Majority against .. .. .. .. 10

Houw. H, V. Fiesse Hon. H. Sedayn
{Teller.)
NoEs,
Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. L. B. Belton
Hon, A, M. Clydesdale

Houn. J. M, Drew Hon, J, Nicholson
Hon. 0. G. Elliots, Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon, J. T. Franklin Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. G, Fraser Hon. C. B. Willlams

Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. J. M, Macfarlane

(Teler.)
Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to Subelause

2:—f*All or any of the powers of the trustees
may be exereised at any duly convened meeting,
but whenever the trustees present thereat are
cqually divided upon any question or matter,
the determination thereof shall be postponed
to a mecting at which ali the trustees are pre-
sent.
The amendment speaks for itself. If omly
two frustees were present and they dis-
agreed, the chairman would have a ecasting
vote. A full meeting should be required on
any question of importanee.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment simply sets forth what would
happen in the cireumstanees mentioned, I
have no objection to the amendment.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The amend-
ment is dangerous becanse the business of
the trustces might be held up if, for some
reason, ohe Lrustee could not attend. The
clause provides that two trustees shall form
u quorum.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment seems
to be a contradiction of that.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: If one trustee
did not attend to his duiies, the only course
would be to leave contro! in the hands of
the chairnan, nnless five frustees were ap-
pointed and three formed a quorum.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: A similar provision
appenars in the Vietorian Aet, and to include
it in this measure would be advisable, as
arguments might arise as to the amount {o
be paid out by way of compesition.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed fo.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 0(—Trustees may grant stay
orders where a deserving farmer cannot
make arrangement with his creditors:

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (3i) of Bubclauss 1 the
word *‘and’’ Lie struek out and the word ‘“in’’
inserted in lieu.
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A farmer might have been involved in
other legal matters, but he should be ques-
tioned only about his farming operations.

The Honorary Minister: I have noe ob-
Jection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—
That the following words he added at the

end of the subclause:—*'as amended by this
Aect,??

The amendment speaks for itself.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: T move an amend-
ment—

That a further subclause be added to stand
as Subclause §, as follows:—

(3) Section twelve of the Farmers® Debts
Adjustment Aect, 1820-34, is amended by add-
ing thereto a further subsection as follows,
to stand as subsection (5):—

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in
this section the farmer shail be at liberty, until
a receiver is appointed, to continue to operate
upen his account at any bank, whether such
account is in credit or not, and a mortgagee
holding at the date of the stay order a mort-
gage or other security over the real or personal
estate of the fiarmer to secure advances and/or
further advanees shall he at liberty, until o
receiver is appointed, to eontinue to make ad-
vanees 1o the farmer, on current aceount or
otherwise, on the security of such mortgage or
seenrity, up to the maximum amount covered
thereby to the same extent and in all respects
as if no such siany order bad been made.

I desire to allow the farmer who will
come under the Bill to be able to earry
on and finance his affairs. When a stay
order has been issned under the Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Act, it closes a man’s
bank aceount. The objeet of the amend-
ment is to avoid terminating a man’s oper-
ations with his bank if the bank will per-
mit him to earry on. If the bank or the
creditors do not desire him to carry on, a
receiver will be appointed and automatic-
ally the aceount will be closed. My desire
is to sce that sueh a serious position is
avoided, becaunse under the Bill there is no
thought of placing those who come within
its- scope in the hands of receivers. The
way I propose iz, in my opinion, the only
manner in which that ean be avoided.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have no
objection to the amendment which makes
the position clear.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.
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Clause 7—agreed to.

Clauge 8—How applications are dealt
with in the first instanee:

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That after the word ‘‘instance’’ in line
2 the following words e added:—*‘unless any
such application is made through a distriet debt
adjustment officer as hereinaftor mentioned.’?
When the Bill was before another place a
clause was added authorising a debt ad-
justment officer to be appointed. TUnless
my amendment is carried. I do not think
that officer will be able to aet in accord-
ance with the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no need for that amendment. If the Diree-
tor desires any information it ean he ob-
tained by one of the persons appoinied
in the partienlar district. The Divector
will be able to call upon a partieulnr offi-
cer to do what is required.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I move an amend-
ment—

That a further paragraph be added to tie
clanse to stand as paragraph (b). as follows:—
“*Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Farmers’ Debts Adjostment Aet, 1930.1034,
and the regulations made thercunder the fees
payable by a farmer of and ineidental to Lis
appliention under this Aet, shall not exeeed in
the aggregate the sum of one pound.’?

It does not seem right that a farmer should
be called upon to pay £5 when in many
cases he will have no money whatever.
That amount would probably he equivalent
to a couple of months’ sustenance. The
Commonwealih never intended that the
State should impose a fee and compel the
farmer to pay it. It seems little enongh
to ask the Government to find this money.

The HONORARY MINTISTER: I oppose
the amendment. Under the Farmers’ Debix
Adjustment Aet the total fees will he £5
4s.. representing £1 applieation and £4 4s.
for calling tozether the meeting, ete. There
will be a lot of applications from persons
who may be in difficulties and whose affairs
will require a considerable amount of
work hefore the trustees will be able to
arrive at a decision. A lot of accountancy
work will have to be done, and this will he
carried out at the expense of the State. We
must retain the right to impose fees and I
do not think anvone can object to that. A
considerable amount of cxpense is_gning to
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he inenrred by the State in regard to these
niatters, and it is only right that instead of
the work heing done free the State should
have the right to charge fees.

The CHAIRMAN: I can see no refer-
ence in Clause § to the Farmers’ Dehts Ad-
Justment Aet, and no reference to any pro-
posed charge. The amendment is drastic,
and L presume it will cover the whole of the
meagure, not only-the clause. It says, “not-
withstanding anything contained in the Far-
mers’ Debts Adjustment Aect, 1930-1934, and
the regulations made thereunder, the fees
payable by a farmer of and incidental to
his applieation under this Aect, shall not ex-
ceerd in the aggregate the sum of £1.” The
amendment states, *“this Aet,” not “this
clange” 1 am afraid I must rule it
out of order, but I suggest to the hon. mem-
ber that he should withdraw it and move
it at a Jater stage as a new clause.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A point arises in
my mind with regard to the amendment. In
view of the provisions of Clause 14 read in
conjunction with the Federal Aect about
charges for administration, I do not see how
we ean incorporate the suggested amend-
ment, I think Mr. Piesse might be doing
an injnstice to the farmers by incorporating
it, herause onc of the condifions laid down
by the Federal Act to be observed by the
State is that the State shall undertake the
complete administration of the distribution
of the money. The question is whether the
administration of the distribution of the
money includes the application hy the far-
mer. Bome effect is given to that in Clause
14 of the Bill, which reads as follows—

The funds necessary for the administration
of this Act shall be such 2s may from time to
time be appropristed by Parlinment,

When the opportunity comes I propose to
add at the end of that Claunse 14 the fol-
lowing—

And no portion of the fund constituted or
received under this Act shall he unsed for the
payment of expenses in connection with such
administration.

Hon, H. V., Piesse: Would you call the
preparing of a composition administration?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might he
argued that the administration of the Aet
is something apart from the preparing of a
man’s application. On the other hand, it
eould he shown that in administering the
Act it was necessary for an application to
be made. The spirit underlying the Federal
Art is that the State has to bear the cost
of admifiistering the Act.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. H. V. Piesse: That is only for the
pavment of remuneration to the trustees.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: When once a
man’s application isz granted, the trusiees
secure themselves hy taking a mortgage.

The CHATRMAN : Tt will eut short this
disenssion if I rule—as I do—that the
amendment is not admissible to Clanse 8,
inasmuel as it proposes to limit a charge,
whereas the clause provides for no charge.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I did place my
amendment before the parliamentary drafts-
man as a new clanse, and he advised me to
have it inserted where I moved for that
purpase.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The (overnmen
are to be commended on their decision to
provide distriet adjustment oflicers,  That
will minimise delay and be of great assist-
ange. We are having £1,300,000 made
available as a free gift to Western Australia,
and so even if this is going to cost the State
Government some small amount in the pre-
paration of these cases, it will be money very
well spent. There is no reason why Mr.
Piesse’s amendment shonld not be redrafted
and brought forward on the recommittal of
the Bill. We reguire to mimmise the charge.
Of course I realise the Treasurer’s view-
point, for naturally he wishes to get some *
veturn for the money he will have to spend.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 9—Powers of trustees in relation
te making advances:

Hon. H. V. PIESEE: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added at the end of

paragraph (b):—*'‘Provided that any farmer
whe is dissatisfed with the decision of the
trustecs under this subsection may appeal
against such decision, in such mauner as shall
he prescribed, to a judge of the Supreme Court,
whose decision shall be final and binding on
the trustees.’’
We have been hearing a lot about appeals
during the past two or three days, and [
have been requested by certain farmers’
organisations to bring this matter forward.
Many farmers, it may he, have not earried
ont their obligations under the Agrieultural
Bank Act during the -past three or four
vears, and those men may possibly be ruled
out from any help to he given under this
nmeasure.

Thon. (i, W, Miles: And many of them
should he. _

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: T would not say
that, for we must fry fo see the view of a
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man faced with starvation for himself and
his family. At all events, I think those men,
or any man, should have the right of appeal.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T cannot
aceept the amendment. [t is not unlikely.
a3 one memher has suggested, that this
would bring forward as many as 2,000
appeals. The trustees, of course, will give
satistaction in the great majority of in-
stances, but there will always be the feeling
in the minds of sume Carmers that they have
not had a square deal.  Again, in what
beiter position would a judge or magistrate
be ghan would the trustees to give a finding ?

Hon. J. J. Hohmes: O course not, for it
is a question of Tact, not of law.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If we
are at all fortunate in the selection of the
trustees there will be but little reason for
appeals.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: | move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (¢}, after the word *¢suc-

cessfully *7 in the last Hne, there be inserted:
—“And in arriving ut the opinion as to whether
the applicant has such n reasonable prospeet
the trustees sholl assume that the amount (in-
chiding hounties, bonuses, and similar pay-
ments) realised for wheat and wool will at all
material times he three shillings per bushel
and one shilling and threepence per pound re-
spectively, at overseas shipping ports in the
State, and for other primary produets the aver-
age market rates for the same in the State
during the preceding tweive months.””
In valuing a property, it has to he borne in
wind that the prices of wool and wheat
fluctuate.  The prices suggested in the
amendment T consider reasonable, as being
on a par with those ruling during the past
five years. However, there is no definite
guarantee that prices will not fluetnate in
the future. Therefore it seems reasonable
fo arrive at valnations on the lines suggested
in the amendment, which are similar to the
lines adopted in South Australin. When a
farmer applies for a cecomposition of his
dehtz, one of the first and most important
factors to he taken into ronsideratioon is the
value of his assets. As the Bill, if enacted.
is likely to rum for many vears, there should
he a standard valuaiion.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But would not ihe
amendment ereate a sort of fictitious valne?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: T do not think so.
There must Le a standard valuation.

Hon. J. Nicholzon: But if a man eannot
possibly get the fixed price for a particular
season, the priee beecomes fietitious.
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Hon. H. V. PIESS1: The average valuer
values somewhat on there lines. He inquires
concerning the produetivity of the farm—
how many sheep it ean carry, what quan-
tity of wheat it produces to the acre.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And are the replics
to those questions accepted as corrvect?

Flon. H. V. PIESSE: No. That is the
reason wly a valwer i+ appointed. Valua-
ifons should bhe stabilised because this will
render the work of the trustees easier. The
ideas expressed in the amendment are my
oWl

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon, member
intend  his amendment re¢ apply to para-
egraphs (a) and (h) as well as to para-
graph (e)?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The amendment
sugaests an addition to paragraph ().

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T am elad the
mover has admitted that the amendment
emanated from his fertile brain. The
whole scheme is unworkable. T should have
thought Mr. Piesse would know that rain-
fall is a factor of the first importance. No
matter how good land may he, without a
rainfall there can be no returns,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I op-
pose the amendment. There should be no
statutory restriction on the trustees. Thev
are to be given wide powers, and we must
expeet them to he experienced men who are
prepared to  aceept the responsibilities
placed on them. If statutory restrictions
are imposed on them, there ean he na con-
sizteney.

Hon, J. Nicholson: A requirement of the
TFederal Act is that the trustees should he
unfettered.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Cireums
stanees will vary in different cases. We
shall have to trust the trnstees to do the
right thing. irrespective of prires of
primary products.

The CHAIRMAXN: T =hall not ruile out
the amendment as qualifving “unfettered.”
T will leave the matter to the Committee,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 10—Form of relief:

Hon, A, THOMSOXN: I
amendment :

That in line 3 nf Subelause 1 *“twenty’* be
struek out and ‘‘forty?' inserted in licu.

The Commonwealth Government have made
this monev available, to be disposed of en-
tirelv at the diseretion of the State Govern-

move an
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ments. When the gold mining  industry
was languishing and subject to very great
disabilities, as the result of agitation by the
people interested in that industry and by
the Minister for Mines the Commonwealth
(iovernment deecided to grant a bonus on the
production of gold, and there was no con-
dition imposed whereby that bonus should
be repaid by the producers of gold. Even
it farmers were fortunate enough fto get
double the price which they received for
their wheat and wool prior fo the depres-
sion, there would still be need of legislation
of the character which we are now diseuss-
ing. The farmers should not be asked te
refund this money. The Federal Aet pro-
vides that it shall he a gift to the farming
community. It would give the farmere
more breathing space if the period for re-
payment were extended to 40 years.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who pays the inter-
est. on the money?

Hon. A. THOMSON: The money has
heen presented to Western Aunstralia by the
Yederal Government.

Amendment put and negatived.
Tlon, A, THOMSON: T move an amend-

ment:

That in lines 4 and 11 of Subelause 1
““three’’ be struck out and ‘five’’ inserted in
tieu,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
agree to the amendment. The terms of the
Bill are very generous. No repayment is
expected for the first 20 years. I hope that
in three years’ time the agricultural in-
dustry will be in at mueh more satisfactory
position than it is to-day. If it is, the
tarmer will have no objection to hanounr-
ing his obligations. If the position is no
hetter, or if it is worse, the Government ean
be relied upon to give sympathetic con-
sideration to the farmer,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I support the
amendment. T cannot sce that the ontlook
for wheat will be very much better within
the next three years.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The clause as it
stands is liberal encugh,

Amendment put, and a division taken

with the following resulf:—
Ayes
Noes

Majority against

| o]l R
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AVES,
Hon. L. B. Rollon
Hen, J. Cornell
Hon. J. T. Fruuklin
Hon. ¥, Hamersley
Han. H. V. Piesse

tHan A Thomavo
Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. C. B, Williama
HMon. W, J. Mann
(Telier.)

NOES.
Hon, E. H. Auagelo
Hon. A. M, Clydesdale
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hen, €. G. Elllott
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. . J. Holmes
Hon. W. H. Kitaon

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, G. 'W. Miles
Hon. J. Nicholson

Hon, H. 8. W, farker
Hon. H. Sedden

Hon. H. J. ¥
Hoen, L.

) [gTelItr.)
Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
menf—

That at the end of Subelause !, the following

words be added:— ‘baut this section shall not
he deemed to confer any priotity over any
other encumbranees existing at the date of the
stay order.’’
As the elause stands, it is noi clear what
is inkended regarding the cxisting seeuri-
ties. The latter shoulid he proteeted. Tt
is not right that subsequent aetion shon'd
override existing mortgnges.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am ad-
vised that the statutory mortgage does not
confer any priority whatever over exist-
ing encambrances and thercfore the amend-
ment is quite innocuouns.

Hon. H. Seddon: Well, we will insert it.

Hon. II. V. Piesse: Yes, put it in.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: The money ad-
vanced by the Commonwenlth is primar-
ily to counter the effects of the depres-
sion and is not to provide funds for an
indefinite time to relicve finaneial strin-
geney. It is an indefinite kind of relief,
and it is eertainly most unsatisfactory te
substitute one secured deht for an nnse-
cured debt. Although the Minister has in-
eluded eclauses in the Bill nnder which
the trustees can stand down in favour of
mortgagees who make further advances, it
is nevertheless caleulated to put the appli-
cant to unnecessary ineonvenience and ex-
pense. Although the Honorary Minister
has indicated how the advances will rank,
I shall oppose, for the reasons I have pre-
viously set out, the clause as amended.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 13-—agreed to.

Clause 14: Funds for administration:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of the ¢luuse the following
waords be inserted:—‘‘hut no portion of the
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fund shall be used for the payment of expenses
in conneetion with suweh administration.”’
The inclusion of the amendment will bring
the provision into conformity with what
is set out in the Federal Act.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: Mr.
Nicholson is endeaveuring to make assur-
ance doubly sure. I do not know that the
amendment will make any difference, and
T shall not object to it.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 15 and 1G—agreed to.
New clause:
The HONORARY MINISTER: I mova -

That a new clause, to stand as Clause 7, be
msdltcd as follows:—
7. Subsection (1) of Section twelve of the

Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act, 1930- 1934, is
amended—

(a) by stnkmg out the words, at the be-
ginuing of the subscctlon, “The far-
mer shall not while subject to this
Act’” and suhstituting the words
‘“After the nppointment of n receiver
and during the continnance of the
receivership no farmer shall?’:

(b) by inscrting after the word *‘effecta’’
in the fifth line the words ‘‘subject to
the rececivership.’’

Section 12 of the Farmers’ Debt Adjust-
ment Aet provides that while the farmer
is subject to the provisions of that mea-
sure, he shall not agree to any new mort-
gage or assign any of his property with-
out the eonsent of the receiver. If there
is no receiver provided for in the Bill, I
hardly think it necessary to deal with the
matter, but the question has been raised
and the suggestion made that the posi-
tion should be clarified.

New clanse put and passed.
New clause:

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: T move—

That a new clquse, to stand as Clause 15, bhe
inserted as follows:—

““Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act, 1930-1934,
and the regulations mnde thercunder the fees
payable by a Farmer of and ineidental to his
application under this Act, shall not exceed in
the aggregate the sum of one pound.’’

I have already siated my reasons for mov-
ing along the lines indicated by the new
elanse, and I shall leave the matter to
members for deeision.

Sitting suspended from 6.3 to 7.30 p.m.

1033, 973
The HONORARY MINISTER : The ques-
tion arizes whether the new clanse would
apply to this measure only or ta all appli-
cations under the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Aet. If we are going to amend the
Farmers' Debts Adjustment Art to provide
that fees shall not exeeed £1, the clause will
have a far-reaching effect, probably more so
than the hon., member intend-. T cannot
agree to the new clause. If any hardship
ar injustice were inflicted on an applicant,
the fees could be waived as they are under
the Parmers’ Dehis Adjustment Aet. What
has heen satisfactory under that Act should
also he satisfrctory under this measure.

Fon. A, THOMSON: The applicants
under this measure will not come under the
Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act. The
amount chargeable shounld be limited and a
sum of £1 would be rensonable.

Hon. L. Craig: The £1 would cover the
inspertion and valuation of the farm?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: That would be done
by the Agricultural Bank officials.

Hon, A. THOMSON: T support the pro-
posed new clanse.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: My reason for mov-
ing for the insertion in Clauze 8 of the
words “unless any such application is made
throungh a district debt adjustment officer
ns hereinafier mentioned” was to hring he-
fore members the proposal that applications
placed before the trustces should earry a
fee of not more than £1.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Clause 14 provides
that the funds nceessary for the adminis-
tration of this measure shall be such as may
from time to time be approprialed by Par-
liament. What interpretation is to he placed
on that clause? If it means that no charge
cin be imposed

Hon. H. V. Piesse: That iz for the ad-
ministration of the money.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I savs “for the
administration of this Aet? A sum of
£1.500,000 is to be distributed. and the meas-
ure cannot be administered unless someone
makes applieation for the money.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Farmers will make
application through the Farmers' Debts Ad-
justment Aect, which is not this measure.

Hon. L. Craig: XNo. throueh the trustees.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The trustees are
te distribute the monev, and Clause 14 pro-
vides for the appropriation of funds for the
administration of the measure. ‘If the hon.
memher’s new clause 15 carried, he will be
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imposing upon indizent farmers some charge
that otherwise they would not he ealled upon
to pay.

Hon. I1. V. PIESSE: I am prepared to
take the risk of chiarging the farmers £1.
They will be pleased to know that the eharge
is definitely fixed at that amount.

The CHATIRMAXN: It was originally in-
tended to insert the proposed new clause as
an amendment to Clause 8. The proposed
new clause has a wide application and is
eapable of various inferpretations. I under-
stand that the applications to which Mr.
Piesse referred are those mentioned in
Clause 8. T suggest that it would he better
to reecommit Clavnse 8, and there provide
that in no case shall a fee in excess of £1
he charged for any application for an ad-
vanee. Would that aehieve Mr, Piesse’s ob-
ject?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: T suggest that Mr,
Piesse does not press the new clause.

Hon. 1. V. PIESSE: I ask leave to with-
draw the proposed new elause,

Proposail new clause by feave withdeawn.

New clause:

Hon, T V. PIESSE: T move--

That a new clouse, to stand as Clause 17,
be added as follows:—

** Notwithstanding the provisions of any Act

relating to local government the consent of
the Minister shall not be required to the writ
ing-tlown and/or suspension under this Act of
any debt «due to a local authority when the
loeal authority has agreed to such writing-down
and/or suspension. '’
The objeet of the new elause s to obviate
delay where loeal government hodies join in
a composition. Country road boards have
larze amounts of rafes owing to themm. When
a composition is agreed to it will be neees-
sary, under the Bill as it stands. for in-
dividual hoards Lo obtain the Minister’s con-
sent bhefore any rates ean he written off:
amdt  this  might take eonsiderable time.
Loeal wovernment hodies <hould have the
power proposed.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: 1 ap-
preciate the mofive amimating the mover of
the amendment. which T have to criticize
solely in respeet of it wording, T zurgest
an alternative new clause, reading, *Not-
withstanding the provisions of the Loeal
Govermmnent Aet it <hall not he necessary
for any local zovernment authority to ob-
tain the consent of the Minister controlling
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the administration of that Act for the
writing-down and-or suspension under this
Act of any debt due to the loenl authority.”
This new elause will attain Mr. DPiesse’s ob-
jeet, and is  preferable to his new clause
I'vont the aspect of draftsmanship,

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: [ ask leave to with-
draw my propoesed new clanse.

Proposed new clause hy leave withdrawn.

New clause:

The HONORARY
move—

That i new clause, to stand as Clause 17,
he ndded as follows:—

¢t Notwithstanding the provisions of the Loeal
Government Act it shall not be necessary for
any loenl government authority to obtain the
consent of the Minister controlling the admiris-
tration of that Act for the writing-down and/or
suspension under this Act of any debt due to
the local authority.’”

Hon. J. J, HOLMES : Candidly, T dislike
the far-veaching effects of the amendment.
Parliament has placed all local government
authorities under a responsible Minister,
Any loeal government authority now must
ohtain eonsent to writing-down. TF that
consent is rendered nnhecessary as proposed
by the new cianse, we do not know where we

MINISTER : [.

shall met to. In some centrves, as is well
known, the road hoard consists of the
publican at that centre and sundry ather

people.

Hon. II. V. Piesse: The ameudmment refers
only to compositions; the reduetion wounld
have to he approved hy the trustees.

Ion, J. J. HOLMES: The board, and not
the tristees, will approve of the reduction.

Mon, H. V. Piesse: The trustees approve
of the composition

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The trustees will
upprove of any reduction, of eourse. Tt is
the Minister who sheuld approve of the re-

duction. T am not prepared to vote for the
amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I, too, oppose the
amendment, Rates now take precedence

over first mortgages, but this amendment
will have the effeet of placing rvates in the
same category as unsecured debts. That in
it=elf is dangerous. Tt will not he diffienlt
to obtain the conzent of the Minister.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: But that will take
time.

Hon. [. CRANGE: The amendment ix
wrong in principle, and T oppese it.

Han. J. J. HOLMES: T question whether
the amendment comes within the title of the
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Bill, becavse it is really an amendment of
the Municipalities Ac¢t and the Road Dis-
tricts Act.

The CHAIRMAN: It comes within the
subject matter of the Bill.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Do you se rule?

The CHAIRMAN: | do not think this
amendment i3 an amendiment of the Muni-
cipalities Act or the Koad Distriets Act.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1f 1 wished to inke
proceedings under the Municipalities Aet or
the Road Distriets Act, 1 should not he ex-
peeted to look at this Bill. The amendment
is foreigm to the title.

The CHAIRMAN : If a farmer is granted
a stay order, the local governing authority
hecomes an ordinary creditor.

Hon. L. Craig: But a secured e¢reditor,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes.

The CHAIRMAX: My roling is that the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act does zus-
pend the operation of fhe local governing
Acts in those cases where farmers come
under the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet.
.That being so, the amendment would apply
to any farmer fo whom a stay order was
granted. The amendment has heen drafted
by the Crown Solicitor,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: My, Craig said that
rates took precedence over a first mortgage.
That is so, but these men who wilt be apply-
ing for rehabilitation in many instances
possess assels nof nearly sufficient to meet
their liabilities. They would not he making
application under the Act if they were in
a sound financial position. As the Honor-
ary Minister has said, the amendment was
drafted by the Crown Solicitor. I think
it is in order, and would ask hon. members
to approve of it.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: I have
not advocated the amendment, but have re-
ferred to its wording. On the face of it,
it may appear that there is something in
the argument put forward by Mr. Holmes,
but if we were to carry the matter to a
logical conclusion, it seems to me that be-
fore the loeal authority could agree to the
writing down of the debts of a farmer, in-
clnding a debt owing to the loecal authoritx,
that body would refuire to have the con-
senl of the Minister. That is the point.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It refers to public
money

The HONORARY MINISTER: Under
the Road Dislricts Aef, a loeal authority
has no power to write down without ihe econ-
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sent of the Minister. We can assume (hat
no local authority wounld be in a position
to agree t¢ the writing down of indebiedness
nnder the Bill until Ministerial assent had
been received. In my opinion, it would be
better ie adhere to the provision as it stands
and veject the amendment. All parties con-
cerned will be anxious to finalise matters
as soon as possible, and 1 do not think AMin-
isterial approval would be withheld.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES: I do not propose
to challenge vour ruling, Mr. Chairman, be-
cause 1 am anxious to allow the Bill te be
passed without unneeessary delay and with-
out complications. I would peint out, how-
ever, that vour ruling does not finally de-
cide the point. 1f someone ouiside should
take legal action as a result of which it
were shown that your ruling was wrong,
the legislation might be held up for a long
time.

Hon. . V. PIESSE: Afier listening to
the arguments advanced, I ask leave to with-
draw the proposed new clause.

The CHATIRMAXN : The easier way will be
fo vote against it.

New clause put and negatived,

Title—agreed to.

Hill reported with amendments.

Recommittal.
On metien by Hon. H. V. Piesse, Rill re-
commitied for fhe purpose of furiher con-
sidering Clauses 4, 8 and 10.

In Commillec.

Hon. .. Coraell in the Chair: the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Tlow fund eontroiled:

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: I nmove an amend-
ment—

That at the end of Suhclause 1 the follow-
ing words be inserted:—'¢ All such appoint-
ments shall he subjeet ta the approval ot Par-
liament.”?

The appointment of the Commissioner of
Ratlways and ihe Public Service Commis-
sioner, to mention two efficers alone, are sub-
ject 10 the approval of Parliament. Under
the Bill. £1.500,000, roughly speaking, wili
he spent. The taxpayers will have to make
wood the principal by way of a sinking
fund and will also have to provide interest
vear hy vear. The authorify that will he
possessed by the trustees is more extensive
than that wielded by any judge or set of
Judges T know of. unless it be the Privy
Council. There will be no appeal from their
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decision, provided they keep within the four
corners of the Act.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: And that is vervy
wide,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Parliament should
be in a position to approve of the indivi-
duals who are to be appointed to wield such
extensive powers. That procedure is not
unusual.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 do not
like oppos=ing an amendment of this deserip-
tion, but where are we getting to¥ There
has already been an cffort on the part of
some members to have one individval in-
cluded among the trnstees, and it may be
that other mombers have ideas regarding
who should he appointed.

Hon. J. JJ. Holmes: I ean assure you I
have not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
suggest that the hon. member has. What
will be the position if this House does not
agree to the nominces of the Government
and the Legislative Assembly does agree?

Before the argument is finished, the
end of fthe session will be reached
and there will he eonsiderable delay.

Quite apart from the arguments that might
be used, it would give rise to econtroversy,
which would not be in the best interests
of all concerned. Surely the Government,
who are responsible for the administration
of the measure, can appoint persons quite
competent to do the job. It is essential
that we have three persons whose qualifiea-
tions for the pesition shall be above all
question. I do not know who is likely to
he appointed. I must oppose the amend-
ment. ‘

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes .. 9
Majority for 1
AVRE.
Hen., E. H. Angeln Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. H, V. Picass
Hon. J. ., Holmes ITon. H. Seddon

Hon. 1. M. Macfarlane Hon. A. Thomson

Hon, W_. J. Mann Hon. H, Tuckey
{Tellcr.)
NOES.
Hon. 1.. B. Bolton Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon. . M. Drew Hon, H. 5, W. Parker
Hon. C. G. Fllingt Hou. . B, Williams

Hon. 1. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Gray

Amendment thus passed:
amended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale
(Telier.}

the clause, as

-
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BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSBON (South-East)
[B.18]: Some of the amendments contained
in the Bill I am prepared to support, but
others I certainly intend to oppose. It is
provided that Section 5 of the Aect shall
be amended. That section lays it down
that 2 man shall he fined a sum not ex-
ceeding £20. It is now proposed that he
shall be fined £1 or one-half the value of
a licensee fee, whichever is the greater,
but not exceeding £20. If it were pre-
seribed that the line should be anything
from £1 to £20, I would not have any seri-
ous objection to it; but under this pro-
vision, a man who is really not in a posi-
tion to pay is found on the road with an
unlicensed vehiele, and for the offence he
is to be fined £1 or one-half of the value
of the license fee, whichever is the greater.
It means that the £1 penalty would auto-
matically go by the board, and a man might
have to pay £5 by way of a fine as well
as the license fee. Of course I admit that
he should have paid the license fee. T hopej
the Honse will agree to an amendment of
that clanse. Another clause proposes to
amend Section 6 of the Act. It seems to
me that every measure that eomes before
us is designed to whittle away the rights
and privileges of the individual. In the
eyes of Government officials, it is becom-
ing a erime for a man to take ont & party
of his friends if they pay for the benzine
and oil and give him a little money for his
trouble. Evidently the officials adminis.
tering the Aet fail to look beyond the
narrow confines of the city. Consider the
netropolitan area with all its transport
facilities. There are trams, motor huses
and taxis, and peossibly there is a certain
amount of justification for endeavouring
to prevent people from utilising motor
trucks to give friends a little pleasure by
taking them into the eonntry. The officials,
however, entirely overlook the position in
the country distriets, where similar faeili-
liex are not available to the people.
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Hon. E, H. Gray: There are morve oppor-
tunities in the country to ride on motor
trucks than in the eity.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I do not know that
there are. It would be interesting to know
the number of motor trucks running be-
tween Perth and Fremantle, and how many
people get a lift in them.

*Hon. G. Fraser: 1t would he more inter-
esting to find out how many get a lift,
There are not too many.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Country people are
willing to give a lift to a man who is
walking along the road. The proposal is
absurd, The Act states that a earvier’s
license is required for every vehiele regu-
larly used for the carrviage of goods for
hire or reward. The Bill proposes to strike
out the word ‘““regularly.” Possibly some
poor individual may be eseaping the payment
of a license fee. He might use his motor
truek for one one-third of the wear. Evi-
dently the departmental officials, by eternal
vigilanee, are endeavouring to extract the
last ounce from the people.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The local authorities
will administer the Act in the country.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, but [ <om-
mend the clause to the carveful eonsidera-
tion of the hon. member. The proposal is
that a carrier’s licence will be requived for
every vehicle used for Dhire or reward.
Amongst the people in the Swan district
engaged in producing grapes for wine or
dried fruit, a certain amount of reciproeity
exists. The work extends over n very short
period of the year, and a man with a truck
might he paid for carting grapes from a
friend’s place to the drying shed, TIf the
word “regularly” is struck ount, whoever
undertakes to transport his friend’s produce
must tnke out a earrier’s license, I do not
think we should be so avaricious as to drag
in everyhody and make them pay when they
are trying te earn a living. Another amend-
ment is to strike out the words “for hire or
reward.” If those words arc deleted, the
authorities will graciously allow an owner,
with the permission of the local authority.
to earry any member of the family, or
parent of the wife or husband of the owner
or the servant of the owner engaged on the
husiness of the owner,

The Honorarv Minister: It is hard to be-
lieve that that is your interpretation of the
proposal. Tt is not correet.
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Hon. A, THOMEON:
motor trucks.

The Honorary Minister: Read the Bill

Hon. H. Tuckey: The hen. member is
wrong.

Hon, A, THOMSON: The Act states that
a carrier’s lieense is required far a vehicle
regularly used for the carriage of goods for
bire or reward, and a passenger vehicle
license is also required for such vehiele if it
is nsed for the carriage of passengers for
hive or reward. It is propezed to strike
out the words “for hire or rewurd,” but
there i1s an exeeption that the permission
of the Ineal apthority will not be required
on special cecasions that are stated. A
further provision stipulates that the permis-
sion of the local authority shall not be re-
quired when any such vehicle is heing uzed
for the carriage of the cwiier or any member
of the owner’s famiiy or a gervant engaged
on the business of the owner.

The Fonorary Minisfer: You said pre-
viously that permission would be reguired.

Hen, A, THOMSON: I apologise if I
led the House to helieve that,

The Honorury Minister: 1t iz 1ot a
itatter of leading the House to helieve it;
vou said it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Very well, the
Honorary DMinister has corrected me and
I withdraw the statemsnt. The owner will
nol require Lermission to carry any mem-
ber 5f kis family or ary servant engaged on
his business.

The Honovary Minister: There is a line
of demarcation.

Yon. A. THOMBON: Certainly there is,
and the provision will be detrimental o resi-
dents of the country. The line of demarea-
tion was so clearly defined in another place
that the provision was passed only on the
casting vote of the Chairman of Commitiees.
That showed that another place viewed the
proposal with a certain amount of dig-
favour. TLet me direet attention to the
position in which people of country dis-
tricts are placed. I hope members will not
think that T am giving undue prominecnee to
one section of the Province I represent
when I quote the examples T have in mind.
I desire {o adduce Kojonup and an adjoin-
ing district as examples. By road Kojonup
ts 90 miles distant from Albany, and there-
tore within 3% or four hours’ casy journey
by motor car. If Kojonup residents are
desirons of visiting Albany, they have first

am dealing with
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to eateh a train from Xojonup to XKa-
tanning, 33 miles oceupying two hours 49
minutes. Departure from XKojoonp is at
7.41, and arrival at Katanning at 10.30 p.an,
Then there iz a wait on the Katanning
railway station of four hours 44 minutes,
until 14 minutes past 3 o’clock next morn-
ing. And thereupon the Katanning-Albany
passengers have to face a journey of 115
miles. Under the clause a definite embargo
is placed upon residents of the Kojonup
aren who may say, “Let a party of us go
to Albany for two or three days. You have
a truck on which you can take us. We will
povide the petrol and the oil, and give you
# bit for your trouble.” Sueh an arrange-
ment is prevented by the claunse, unless the
road hoard’s permission is obtained. No
doubt the rond board will grant the permis-
sion, but why put country people living
under difficult conditions to the trouble of
ohtaining permission to travel on a motor

truzck? The Act bhas worked for a number
of years. Then why this eontinual tighten-
ing-up fo the detriment of country resi-
dents? Take the Cranbrook gdistriet, which

35 66 miles distant from Albany. Certainly
the town of Cranbrook is served by the
Railway Department, but there are Cran-
brook district residents living 40 and even
A0 aailes out west of Cranbrook. In that
uten there are neither trains, moior huses,
taxi cabs, nor trams—no facilities whatever,
If we permit the elause to pass as printed,
we shall impose a severe hardship on the
people affected. To my mind, each and
every one of the regulations promulgated
nnder the At is to the detriment of eountry
residents. Every Australian citizen deplores
the fact that not less than half the popula-
tion of each State lives in metropolitan
areas, The great bulk of the Australian
penple live in the wetropolitan areas, and
why? Simply becanse all the facilities and
romforts ave to he found in the eities.
Sometimes I am surprised that people re-
main in country districts under existing con-
ditions. Suppose country residents have to
ask the road board’s permission to travel
on motor trucks, The road hoard secrotary
may say, “I do mot think I have authority
to give yon that permission. You will have
to wait for permission until the board
meets,” That might mean a month’s delay.
T know the Bill is not the Chief Seeretary’s
Bill, but T hope the House will not pass this
particular elause. The Bill proposes to re-

[COUNCIL.]

gulate pedestrians. Sueh regulation, as |
interjected when the second reading was be-
ing moved. is long overdue. To me as one
who oceasionally motors in the metropolitan
area, it is a matter of surprise that motor
drivers in that area avoid running down
pedestrians in view of the manner in which
they zigzag asross the street. TFurther, the
Bill proposes that sufety regnlutious shall
e preseribed in connection with  pillion
viding on motor eycles. It would be in-
covesting to ascertain how many of the c-
vidents occurring in the metropolitan area
have heen eaused hy motor eyelists, Thore
is no gainsaying that the motor cyelist needs
zowae furtn of regulation. Seeing the way he
tears along the road and ents in and out,
one marvels that there are not more aeei-
dents. Coulral of ordinary evelists was
proposed by a motion moved, but unfor-
tunately defeated, in another place. Un-
questionably the way eyelists cut in and oul
in front of motor buses and trams invites
accidents.

tlon, G. W, Miles: Moreover, they ride
withont tail lights.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Tt would he well
if the Deputy Postinaster General of West-
ern Augtralia issned a warning to telegraph
boys about the manner in which they eut
in aud out, taking very serious risks when
doing so. A point to which T desire to
idraw the Minister's atteution iz the danger
associated with ordinary hicyeles. Mes-
senger boys and others travel with their
hands off the har, at the same time carrying
pareels. Anvthing carried on a hieycle
should be a fixture. Now let me refer
briefly to a subject which is causing Press
discussion. Those who have parked their
motors in the streets at night have experi-
enced this as a distinct annoyance. [ have
an amendment on the Notice Paper dealing
with this trouble. Mr. H. L. Downe, pre-

‘sident of the Omnibus Proprietors’ Associa-

tion, in to-day’s “West Australian’ states
that the men I have in mind are a perfect
pest, and that he lhopes a ¢lause
dealing with them will be included
in the Bill. I endorse that remark of Mr.
Downe, and also a remark by Mr. De
Rose to the effect that car watchers are un-
necessary and have become a charge on the
travelling public without any return. If a
man pulls up his ecar, immediatelv one of
these watchers rushes up to him and tells
him what to do. If the mofor car driver
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does not do what he is told by the man, he
may upon his return find himzelf so jambed
that he will experience considerable difii-
culty in geiting out. T wonder that the sys-
tem has eontinued as long as it has, and 1
trust my amendment in this eonnection will
be cavried. The Bill makes provision for
power to be given to certain loeal govern-
ing aunthorities, but 1 understand that these
are outside authorities. In any ease, [ think
that the persons to whem I refer should he
under proper control. Another matter to
which T wish to refer is third party insur-
ance. 1 asked o series of questions yester-
day in the hope that there would have
been made available to me certain figures
before I made my specch on this Bill.

Hon. G. Fraser: Could you not have gol
the figures from the Year Book?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Sometimes those
figures are contradicted. I wanfed the lat-
est figures, and was under ihe impressien
that T would he able to get them mnch
quicker by asking the ruestions. 1
speak at a disadvantage, not knowing the
exact number of motor ears, motor trucks
and motor eyveles which are licensed in the
Staie. We know it is possible for a man
to pay a deposit of £25 or £30 on a sccond-
hand car, then take possession of it and
drive it along the street and perhaps maim
somgone for life. He has no money and is
uninsured. Frequently he seriously injures
a breadwinner, who can receive no compen-
satton from him. Possibly some of my
friends may suggest I am advocating the
establishment of & State tradinge concern. 1T
consider motor cycles should pay jnsi as
much into the fund which I am about to
suggest should be created as wonld he paid
by motor ears and motor trucks, because
the motor cycle is just as great a potential
danger. It would be interesting to aseer-
tain the pereentage of accidents caused by
motor eyeles. T think T am safe in sayving
that there arc between 60,000 and 70,000
licenses issued.

Hon. G. Fraser: Fifty-two thousand and
thirty-one.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: Are you including
push bieycles?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No. Let us assume
that 60,000 licenses are issued. Tf £1 were
set aside from each license fee and paid
to a central fund in order to meet ¢laims
for compenszation in respect of personal acci-
dents. I do not think the local authorities
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would suffer to any extent. Damage done
to motor eays or moior trucks would, of
course, he covered by ordinary insurance.

Hon. . 8. W. Parker: You would make
the fee for a driver’s license £1 bs. instead
of 53s.7

Hon. A. THOMSON: No. The £1 would
be deducted from the license fee for the
vehicle.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Do vou suggest
that £1 would cover third-party risks?

Ion. A, THOMSON: I am dealing with
personal acecidents only. As I have said,
I have not figures availahle showing the
number of licenses issued, but £70,00¢ would
he paid into the fund as a nueleus.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That would not
pay ihe doctors’ fees.

Hon. L, 13. Bolton: It would not pay the
lawvers’ fees.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The relatives wonld
not get £700 each under vour scheme.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am at a disad-
vantage in not having accurate figures,

Hon, G. Fraser: You are endorsing a
scheme that was suggested four vears ago.

Hon, G. W. bMiles: Who would pay the
balance—the State Accident Insurance
Office?

Hon. A. THOMSON: T would not raise
any objection to that. I have put forward
the snggestion and hope that it will be a
practical one. I shall support the second
reading of the Bill, several clauses of which
I ecertainly approve, but there are others
which T hope will he defeated.

HON. E. E. ANGELO (North) [8.45]: I
intend to support the second reading of the
Bill, but there is one provision in it which
T view with eonsiderable anxiety. It is the
provision whieh gives the Government the
right to frame regulations for the control
of pedestrians. 1 am not opposed to regu-
lations controlling pedestrians to a cer-
tain limit. It is but right that some regu-
lations should be framed to prevent silly
people from doeing silly things; but{ what
I am afraid of is that, with the pressure
that is being brought to bear on the Gov-
ernmenf by the motoring section of the
community, the regulations will be very
harsh and will really interfere with the
liberty of the subject.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: But we ean disallow
them.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Yes. I am coming
to that. I hope that when the Bill passes
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the Government will lay the regulations
on the Table of the Mouse before the ses-
sion closes, so that Parliament can de-
cide whether they are right or not. I am
led to this view and this anxietv by hav-
ing read in the Press at various fimes the
resolutions that have been passed by per-
sons belonging to the motoring section of
the eommunity and their c¢lubs and asso-
ciations. I noticed that the Honorary
Minister, when introducing the Bill, said
the Government were following to a great
extent the recommendations of the Auto-
mobile Club and the Chamber of Antomo-
tive Industries.

The Honorary Minister:
Commissioner of Police.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: T am not afraid
of the Commissioner of Police.

Hon. A. M. Ciydesdale: Yon are lucky.

Hon. E. II. ANGELO: I do not think for
one moment that the Minister for Poliee
would suggest anything that is uwnfair to
the pedestrians, but I am atraid, from
what T have read in the Press, that some
very harassing conditions may be imposed
on pedestrians. T am afraid that the aver-
age motorist—I do not say all motorists
by any means, beenuse we ecan thank (od
we have still some decent men who drive
cars and vet think of the other fellow—
has beeome a very selfish and aggressive
person who thinks only of himself.

Hon. A. Thomsou: You should drive a
car through the streets of Perth sometimes.

Hon, E. M. ANGEILQ: That is all very
well, but 1T hope the hon. memher will let
me continue my remarks.

Hon. T., B. Bolton: Evidently yuu ean-
not be a motorist.

Hon, B, H. ANGELQO: I am grateful for
that interjection. 1 drove a motor car for
over 18 years. T held one of the oldest
licenses in the State. I travelled for tens
of thousands of miles in the eountry
distriets and in the ecity as well, and I
never had an accident because I always
thought of the other fellow.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The other chap was
watching you too carefully.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: He could sce
you coming,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: When the regula-
tions are being framed, I hope the Govern-
ment will remember just one point—it is
not the pedestrian who is killing the mo-

And of the
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torist, but the motorist who is killing the
pedestrian. While T agree that there should
be further repulations that will lead to
additional safety, I do not want pedes-
trians to be unduly harassed, but I want
the regulations applying to motorists
tightened up considerably.

Hon. A. Thomson: Do you not think we
should vegulate pedestrian tralfic at the
erossing places in streets?

Hon. . 11. ANGELO: 1 have already
stated that [ am in favour of tightening up
the position, but we should not go too far.
I have secured a return showing the traffie
accidents that have oceurred in Western
Australia over a period of years. It shows
the nmmber of traflie accidents annually, the
number of persons killed and the number
injured. [ shall give the fizures from 1927
only, and those details are as follaws:—

Year ended No. of Persons Persoos
30th June. =accidents.  killed. injured.
1927 2,310 42 320
1928 3,208 45 269
1929 4,794 a4 307
1930 14,620 43 506
1931 3,403 80 730
1832 2,638 34 618
1933 2,608 59 675
1934 2,801 +8 721
1935 3,123 69 9471
Mon. A. Thowson: Where were those
accidents ?

Hon. K. H. ANGELO: Good heavens, I
could not azk for a return to be tahled that
would go into all those details! The figures
give an average of 50 killed per year ond
340 injured.

Hou. A. . Clydesdale: How does that
compare with the experience in other
States?

Hon. £, H. ANGELO: I do not know, T
want fewer aceidents in this State.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Yes, this is wheve
we live.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Over a period of
10 years, 190 pedeslrians were killed or
an average of 19 per year, and 1,843 were
injured, or an average of 184. On the other
hand, if we peruse the veturn, we find that
no motorist was killed by a pedestrian.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That is a brain wave.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Some months ago
every paper I perused for eight or ten days
contained some refevence te a motoring
aceident in which some perton had been
killed in the metropolitan area. 1 inter-
viewed one of the fraflic officers and told him
1 intended, when Parliament met, to move
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for the appointment of a sclect conumittee to
inguire into the reason for the great increase
In anotoring aceidents and o asevrlain if
we could not suggest some means by which
they conld be minimised. Of course, the in-
troduetion of the Bill has rendered that
step unnecessary, 1 asked the traffic offi-
cer what he cousidered was the explanation
of the number of molor accidents increas-
ing to such an alarming extent. He told
me there were three chief rensons.

Hen. L. B. Bolton: Carelessnes- on the
part of pedestrians.
Hon, E. M. ANGELO: Thac is why 1

want  regulations  tightened  up against
motorists.  They should not be Framed so

as to interfere too much with the liberty of
the sulyject.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: How do you sug-
gest doing that?

Hon. L. B. Bolten: Sell the hon, member
a motor car!

Hon. B H. ANGELG: I dave say [ could
afford to huy one, but the tact remains [
am not driving » ear at the present time.
Two years ago my doctor advised me not
to do =0. TIn consequence, T have refrained
from doing so Tor the time heing, not be-
cawse I  was ofvaid of heing killed
or hurt but because 1 thought of
the ofher fellow. T thought it wus
not a fair thing, il 1 was not in the hest of
health, to drive a var aud perhaps become
ill when at the wheel, as the result of which
T might Kkill twn or three prople.

The Honoravy Minister: Hear, hear!

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: | ecan agsure
metnbers that that is the only reason why
I am not driving a motor car at present.
The first veason the traffic oflicer gave me
by way of an explanativn was that there are
not nearlv enough pelicemen to deal with
the notor traffic in view of the huge increase
in the number of motors. The police could
not possibly  wateh all moteristz. Some
menther suggested this evening that the
police should replzec the car watehers, How
can the police possibly control the motor
traffic everywhere, without a large increase
in the numerical strength of the furee? T
quito agree with him that that wus one
reason why there are so many accidents.
The second reason was that some magis-
trates—[ do not say all—and especially
some honorary magistrates, are far too
lenient in the penalties thev impose.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: And some are [ar
too severe.

481

Hen. E. 1. ANGELO: | would like to
know who they are. L know the magistrates
are pretty severe on trifling offences such
as the parking of ears, but when it comes
to motorists driving while under the influ-
ence of liguor or speeding to the danger
of the lives of the people, the majority of
magistrates arve not firm enough and their
penaltics are not sufficiently severe.  The
third reason we must all agree with, namely
that a jury will not conviet. It is very
seldom thal a jury will convict a man for
an aecident cavsed by a motor car. That
traffic oflicer told me they had two plain
vases coming on presentlv—this was some
time ago-—that both should be severely pun-
ished, but that probably they would be let
oft.

ITon. I.. B. Bolton:
right to say that.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: We must all agree
that the jury syvstem is breaking down, that
it is obsolete.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are becoming
azed and old-fashioned.

Hon. E. H. AXGELO: Thank God I am,
rather than that I should he holding some
ol the apinions of the younger generation,

ITon. A. M. Clvdesdale: God help the
motorist vou had to deal with.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Being old-
fashioned, T ean remomber when we had
harse vehicles, and nt every street corner
there was n public notice, “Walk round
corners,” That was considered necessary
then. Those poor old crocks of horses
would come along at four ar five miles an
hour, but for the safety of the public there
were those notices displaved, “Walk round
corners.””  Now we see motorists  fying
reund carners at 30 miles an hour, and if
anybody should step off the kerb they will
vell out. “Where the hell are vou going?”
Some are the most aggressive and selfish
creatures T have ever known. It is up fo the
whole cdmmunity, not to try to do away
with the motorist, or not in any way to
harass him, but

Hon. E. H. Gray: You are putting in the
hoot to-night,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: No, hut T am
afraid the average motorist deserves it. Tt
is up to the Government, and to all publie-
spirited men to assist the Government, to
lessen these motor accidents. Tt is most
alarine—02 deaths and 971 persons injured
during the last 12 months in Western Aus-
tralin. Does not that call for some special

No officer had the
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action of prevention? 1 think it can easily
be done if we can prevent the motorists
from breaking the regulations. The difhi-
ealty is to find out waen they break the
regulations and bring them to book. As 1
have said, we have not sulficient police.
Therefore, is it not the duty of every pub-
lie-sprited man, espeecially members of Par-
liament, justices of the peace, members of
municipal eouncils and road boards and
other public men, to be appointed as hon-
orary inspeetors? I shall be only too glad
if members will suggest some other means
of reducing these aceidents. 1 know lhai
all members desire that this sort of thing
should stop.

Men. A. M. Clydesdale: It is no worse
here than in other parts of the world.

Hon. . H. ANGELO: It should be the
duty of every publie-spirited man to agree
to take note of any hreach of the regula-
tions he may see and communicate it to
the Traffic Department. People mav say
they are not going fo act as pimps for the
Tralfie Department. But if any one of us

here saw n Durglar getting in ot a window °

—I compare the road hog to the burglar——

Hon. E. H. Gray: A lot of thom are worse
than burglars.

Hon, E. II. ANGELO: T do not agree
with that. Suppose one of us saw a woman
being assaulted in the street. Would not
we rush up and intervene?

Hon. €. B. Williams: You are speaking
for vourself, of course.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO : Lock at the women
who have been killed during the last 12
months by wmotorists—look at the number
of little children who have been killed by
motorists.  Surely we wonld not think it he-
low our dignity to try to prevent those hap-
penings, perhaps those murders.

Hon. A. M. Clvdesdale: Why do not vou
inform the police of breaches of the regu-
Intions? .

Hou. E. H, ANGELO: T have already
done s0 on several oceasions.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They have all
nceurred outside vour electorate I' hope.

Hon., BE. H. ANGELO: Thank God my
electorate is a long way from Perth. The
Government should take this matter seri-
ously into consideration. We eannot get
away from the faet that over 1,000 pecple
have been killed or injured in Western
Australia during the last 12 months. That
is too serious to be allowed to go on. Why
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not ask publie-spirvited men and  even the
motorists themselves to yeport any brenches
of the regulations?

Hon. A. Thomson: They do it now.

Hon. E. . ANGELOQ: They o not. Only
recently I saw in the newspaper a letter
from a motnrist who, when it was snggested
that he should veport hreaches of the regu-
lations, said he was not going fo be a pimp
for the Government. Either we shall have
to do that or double. the police foree. 1
would vote for doubling the police foree if
it would prevent this onslaught on the
publie, bat the Government have not the
money. JIs it not right thai every publie-
spivited citizen should help? The Govern-
meut could appoint certnin men as honor-
ary inspectors for the one purpose of re-
porting breaches of the regulations, and the
Tralfic Department could do the vest.

Hon. J. M. Mucfarlane: Those honovary
inspaetors would have to give evidence.

Hon. . H. ANGELO: Of course.

The PRESIDENT: I ask members to al-
low Mr. Angelo to proceed without inter-
ruption,

Flon. E. H. ANGELO: Membecs, hy their
interjections, will not disturl me in my ad-
vocacy of this proposal. T would have
liked the Bill to go further. If the Govern-
ment made the appointments and gave the
appointees a leiter authorising them to
tuke a motorist’s name. it would be helpful.
Something must be done. The Bill suggests
that regulations should lLe framed to con.
trol pedestrian traffic un roads and foot-
paths,  Are pedestrians to he veprived of
the use of the fooipaths? Ti looks like it
T feel anxious to know what the regulations
will contain. I sugwest that when the Go-
vernment [rume regnlutions, they shonld be
laict before Pavliament previous te being
enforeed so that we can sec what they con-
tain. I was very glad to note that the Bill
proposes to tighten up the provisions relat-
ing to the granting of drivers' licenses, T
eannot speak of the last year or two, but
previons to that the examinaion for drivers’
licenses in some parts of the State was abso-
lutely ridieulons. T have scen people in
charge of ears who did not know how to
drive them.

Hon. A. M. Clylesdale:
have run themselves.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T said to one,
“How the dickens did voun manage to get
a license?’” The reply was, “I went ont

The ears must
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with so and so, and he was all right’’ T
am sure that is not going on now.

Hon. A. Thomson: You are not suggest-
ing that ithe man was given a bribe.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Perhaps he was
given a jov ride. When T started to drive,
I thought of the other fellow, and drove
for monuths on deserted roads hefore en-
tering traliic.

Hon. C. B. Williums: Tt toolk you months
to do it?

Hon. E. H. ANXGELQO: It was months
before 1 entered traflic, hecauge I eonsid-
ered the other fellow.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! JMr. Angelo
iv addressing the Chair.

Hon. K. H. ANGELO: T am glad that
members are taking such an interest in my
remarks.

Hon. A. Thomson: The interjections re-
mind one of another place.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: There are penui-
ties for failing to give one’s name and
also for neglect to veport injury. The
maximum penalty for the former offence
is £20 and for the latter £25. A man might
commit serious injury and drive off with-
out reporting it. Tf he is discovered, he
15 to he lined £25, although the cost to the
pour beggar who had heen run down might
be £250.

Hon, H. &, W. Parker: There are further
penalties heyond that.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The hon. meber
cefers to eivil aection.

Hon. B, H. Gray: Penalties for not re-
porting.

Fon. T. . ANGFLO: Then I shall he
satisfied. Mr. Thomson and others have
referred to  third party  insmrance. 1
would welecome a Bill providing for that.
It iz not right that motorists, withont a
penny hehind them, should be driving in
the streets. Tf they killed a person, the
relatives might be left destitute; if they
injured a person, he would have no re-
course. It has been said that thied party
insurance would involve considerable ex-
pense to the motorist. Why should not he
meet that expense? If a motorist finds
that lhe has to stand up to third party
insurance, he will be more inclined to be

enveful and alse to lend the police
or public-spirited eitizens a  hand to
discipling his fellow-motarists and thus

lessen the chanee of aceident and injury.
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It has been asked, who will contribuie to
a fund te pav the compensation? The mo-
torist should have to take out a poliey,
just as an employer hasz to insure hig
enployees.

Hon. 3. Fraser: Payv it when the license
fee is taken out for the ear.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Mr. Thomson has
suggested that perhaps £1 out of the license
fee would meet third party insurance. Tn
Western Australia there are 50,000 licenses
in foree. [ast year there were 70 deaths
from motor accidents. Divide £350,000
amongst the relatives of 70 people, and it
would give them only £700 or £800 cach.
Would that compensate them?

Hon. W. J. Mann: What about the vie-
tims of aeeidents? .

Hen. E, H. ANGELO: T was coming to
that,

Hon, C. B. Williams: That is only the
value of a working man. The maximum
amount under the Workers’ Compensation
Act is £750.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: What is going to
happen to the 971 persons who were in-
pured?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: If that money werve
putl into insurance premimms, what would
it return by way of compensation?

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: You are assum-
ing that all motorists are alike.

Hon. 1. II. ANGELO: I am assuming
nothing of the kind. If it were found that
a motorist had pof been in the wrong, there
would be no elaim. The time for the intro-
duction of third party insurance is over.
due, and I would weleome the appearance
of a Bill providing for it. It would mean
that a great many people who are driving
cars would no longer be able to afford to
do so. We can easily spare a few thounsand
cars off the reads, and 1 feel certain that
there are a few thousand people driving
cars who should not be doing so, hecause
they canuot afford it. I know ¢uite it num-
her who are driving cars and not provid-
ing their families with sufficient fsod.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: .\ lot of peopic
play cards who cannot afford to.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If motorists were.
compelled to provide third party insurance,
which would not he obtained for £1 or
£2—

Hon. C. B. Williams: Another half-erown
a week.
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Hon. E. H, ANGELO: That would
amount to £6 10s. a year.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Equal to 214 wins-
kies a week,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Perhaps if some
motorists drank 214 whiskies fewer, there
would not be so many acecidents. I am now
in far better health than I was when I
owned a motor car, a year ago. Nowadays
T walk, and as a result am in much better
econdition. Tf a good many people whoe
really cannot afford cars had to do without
them, the world would not stop nor would
the development of Western Anstralia he
arrested, T do not know, cither, that too
much of this motor-car business is good for
the morals of the ecommunity.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Is that why wvou
nhandoned yonr car?

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: Last night, when
going home from the House at 10 o'clock, T
saw four cars parked without lights on the
other sidg of Harvvest-terrace.

Alemhers: Why bring that up?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: There was no one
in the front seats of those cars, but I heard
gigeling from two of the cars as T walked
past. 1 wonder whether the parents of
those voung people

The PRESIDENT : I think the hon. mem-
Ler is going beyond the seope of the Bill

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Probahly I am,
Sir; and 1 shall not pursue that line any
further, just as I refrained from pursuing
my investizations into those motor-cars.
However, T do at this opportanity make an
areent appeal to the CGovernment to give
very serious thought to the question of the
means that ean be adopted to lessen the fer-
rible slanghter of innocent people that is
going on at present-—mot by competent
motorists, and not by all the mutorists hy
any manner of means, but by a lot of irre-
sponsible, selfish, arrogant, road hogs who
do not for one moment consider anybody
except themselves. If the regulations apply-
ing to motorists need tightening up, let us
tighten them up to the utmost degree; hut
let us be most careful to see that we do not
interfere heyvond what is absolutely neces-
sary with the rights and privileges of thosc
persons who cannot wfford 1o drive motor
ears, who have Dheen hrought into
this world without the wherewithal to
buy wmotor cars, but who have a right
to walk along the public thoroughfares in
safety. Tt may be said that many of these

[ASSEMBLY.]

suggestions will enfail hardships on motor-
ists. Probably that is so, but who has paid
for all these wonderful streets and roads?

Members. The motorist.

Hon. E. H, ANGELQ: Is that s0? Every
vear we autborise the expenditure of huge
sums of loan money for the making of roads.

Hon. A. Thomson: But you take a lot out
of the petrol—T7%d. per galion.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: After a speech like
this I will never give you a ride again.

Hon. I, TI. ANGELO: If the hon. mem-
her gets his third-party insurance he will,
I feel sure, not omit to give me a ride. On
behalf of the North-West I wish to say how
grateful we are for the redunetion in the fees
for trailers. Many of our pastoralists have
to use trailers to carry Inggage and
perishable goods from their stations to
the railway line, and the fee imposed
under the old Act was altogether ex-
cessive. I am glad the Government have
put that matter right. Now for the iast
time, I do hope the rvegnlations the Govern-
ment intend to make will be laid on the
Table of the House, so that members off
this Chamber will be ahle to review them
and consider them carefully before the ses-
sion closes.

On motion hv Hon, L, B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.25 p.m.,
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The Speaker took the Chair at 430 p.m.
and read pravers.

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULK
HANDLING.
. PATRICK asked the Premier: 1, On

“Imt date did the Royal Commission on



